
 

DATE EVENTS RELATING TO THE CONSTITUIONAL REVISION OF JAPAN 
(October 1945 - December 2014) 

1945: 10.4 General MacArthur suggests that Konoe Fumimaro (近衛文麿) lead the 

constitutional revision effort. 

10.13 Japanese government decides to study constitutional revision by designating 

Matsumoto Jōji (松本烝治) as a minister of state in charge. 

10.25 Japanese government establishes Constitutional Issue Investigation Committee 
(kenpō mondai chōsakai 憲法問題調査委員会 aka Matsumoto Committee 松本委 
員会), headed by Minister of State Matsumoto. 

11.1 General Headquarters (GHQ) announcement denies that there has been any 

endorsement given to Konoe regarding the constitutional revision. The 
announcement also states that General MacArthur orders Shidehara Kijurō (幣原喜 
重郎) cabinet to revise the constitution and that the revision draft will be proposed 

by the Japanese government. 

  

1946: 1.1  S hōwa Emperor ( 昭和天皇) issues the Humanity Declaration (Ningen sengen 人
間 

宣言) implicitly denying the prewar and wartime notion that he is a divine being. 

1.11 U.S. government, in its official guideline (SWNCC 288), urges General MacArthur 

not to be intrusive regarding the Japanese constitutional revision. 

1.24 Prime Minister Shidehara and General MacArthur meet and agree on the 

continuation of the Imperial system and on the promotion of pacifism in Japan. 

2.1 Mainichi Sinbun publishes a scoop on the constitutional revision draft of the 

Matsumoto Committee. Immediately translating the draft, GHQ comes to realize 

that the proposal from Japan will be so conservative that it will not be much 

different from the Meiji constitution. 

2.3 General MacArthur orders the executives in Government Section (GS) of GHQ to 

draft the constitution. 

2.13 GHQ delivers the draft constitution to the Japanese government. 

2.22 After PM Shidehara meeting General MacArthur on the previous day, Shidehara 

cabinet decides to adopt the MacArthur draft, with some modifications, as an 

official draft constitution of the Japanese government. 

3.6 Japanese government announces the Outline of Constitutional Revision Draft 

(Kenpō kaisei sōan yōkō 憲法改正草案要綱). 

11.3 Promulgation of The Constitution of Japan (Nihonkoku Kenpō 日本国憲法). 

  

1947: 5.3 Promulgation of the Constitution of Japan (Nihon Koku Kenpō 日本国憲法). 

  

1950: 1.1 General MacArthur, in his New Year's address, states that the Constitution of Japan 

does not deny the right of self-defense. 
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1.23 Prime Minister Yoshida Shigeru 吉田茂, in a policy speech, states that renouncing 

the right to war does not mean renouncing the right to self-defense. 

  

1951: 9.8 Japan signs the Treaty of Peace with Japan (San Furanshisuko Kōwa Jōyaku サン 

フランシスコ講和条約) together with the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty (Nichibei 

Anpo Jōyaku 日米安保条約; effective 4.28.1952). 

10.17 The Japanese government, in a meeting of the House of Councilors, rules that the 

concept of "military power" in the second clause of article 9 means the "power to 

engage in effective warfare in modern war". 

  

1952: 1.9 Kimura Tokutarō 木村篤太郎, Minister of Justice, announces his intention to 

pursue a sweeping revision of the Constitution. 

11.25 The Cabinet Legislative Bureau (Naikaku Hōseikyoku 内閣法制局) issues the 

government's view that "military power" as expressed in article 9 is defined as the 

possession of the organizational infrastructure as well as the equipment capable of 

being used in modern warfare. 

  

1953: 2.11 "Bill for a National Voting Law Referendum on Constitutional Revision" (Nihon 

Koku Kenpō Kaisei Kokumin Tōhyō Hōan 日本国憲法改正国民投票法案) 

drafted. 

12.9 The Liberal Party forms a Constitutional Research Group (Kenpō Chōsa Kai 憲法 

調査会) headed by Kishi Nobusuke 岸信介 (inaugurated 3.12.1954). 

12.19 Katayama Tetsu 片山哲 et al. form the Society of the Citizens’ Union for the 

Protection of the Constitution (Kenpō Yōgo Kokumin Rengō 憲法擁護国民連合 

or the Goken Rengō 護憲連合). 

  

1954: 5.1 U.S.-Japan Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement (the Mutual Security 

Agreement) signed. 

6.3 House of Councilors approves the passage of a resolution banning the 

overseas dispatch of the SDF. 

7.1 The Defense Agency (Bōei Chō 防衛庁) is established. Inauguration of the SDF. 

9.13 The Progressive Party (Kaishintō 改進党) Constitutional Research Group issues its 

"Outline of Problems with the Current Constitution." 

11.5 The Liberal Party Constitutional Research Group issues its "Prospectus for the 

Revision Plan of the Japanese Constitution". 

12.14 The Japanese Democratic Party advocates the establishment of a Constitution 

Deliberative Council. 

12.21 The Cabinet Legislative Bureau revises its statement of 11.25.1952, issuing the 

view that the defense capabilities possessed by the SDF are presumed non- 

applicable to the definition of "military power". 

  

1955: 5.21 Nakasone Yasuhiro 中曽根康弘 proposes a resolution for the enactment of an 

autonomous constitution. 

7.11 Formation of the Alliance for an Autonomous Constitution (Jiyū Kenpō Kisei 
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 Dōmei 自由憲法期成同盟). 

7.28 PM Hatoyama Ichirō 鳩山一郎 designates the points of amendment for 

constitutional revision, emphasizing the drive for all-round reform. 

10.13 The two Socialist Parties are united, thus creating a base capable of preventing 

constitutional revision. 

11.15 The "conservative merger" of the Liberal and Democratic Parties, and their 

unanimous passage of a proposal containing an outline for "Autonomous 

Revision of the Current Constitution". 

12.12 Inauguration of the LDP (Liberal Democratic Party) Constitutional Research 

Group (Kenpō Chōsa Kai 憲法調査会). 

  

1956: 2.11 A group of LDP councilors, led by Kishi Nobusuke, submit a bill to the 

House of Representatives proposing that the Constitutional Research Group should 

be legislated by council members. 

4.28 The LDP Constitutional Research Group publishes its "Interim Report on 

Problems with Constitutional Revision" (Chūkan Hōkoku – Kenpō Kaisei no 

Mondaiten  中間報告－憲法改正の問題点) 

6.11 The cabinet proclaims a Constitutional Research Group law that establishes the 

(LDP) Constitutional Research Group within the cabinet. 

12.18 Japan joins the United Nations. 

  

1957: 3.8 PM Kishi Nobusuke, at a meeting of the Budget Council for the House of 

Representatives, defends the statement that the Emperor continues to be the 
current Head of State (Tennō wa genzai mo Genshu de aru 天皇は現在でも元首 
である). 

4.8 The Union of Councilors for the Formation of an Autonomous Constitution 

(Jishu Kenpō Kisei Giin Dōmei 自主憲法規制議員同盟) publishes the Hirose 

Test Plan for Japanese Constitutional Revision (Nihon Koku kenpō kaisei Hirose 
shian 日本国憲法改正広瀬試案). 

8.13,14 The LDP Constitutional Research Group holds its first general meeting. 

Takayanagi Kenzō 高柳賢三 is elected President. (On 9.21, the Socialist Party's 

application to join the Group is refused.) 

  

1958: 6.8 Miyazawa Toshiyoshi 宮沢俊義 et al. inaugurate the Constitutional Problems 

Research Group (Kenpō Mondai Kenkyūkai 憲法問題研究会) 

  

1959: 3.30 The Tokyo District Court rules that the American occupation forces in the 

Sunakawa Case contravene the banning of military power as expressed in 

article 9. 

12.16 In the Sunakawa Case, the Supreme Court avoids passing judgment on the 

constitution's relation to the Security Agreement. 

  

1960: 1.19 Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between Japan and the United States of 

America (Nichibei Anzen Hoshō Jōyaku 日米安全保障条約) signed. 
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5.3 The Constitutional Problems Research Group (Kenpō Mondai Kenkyūkai 憲法問 

題研究会) announces that they "hold many doubts on the basic points" (kihonteki 

na ten ni tsuite, sukunaranu gimon o idaku 基本的な点について、少ならぬ疑問 

を抱く) of the revised U.S.-Japan Security Treaty. 

 
Katayama Tetsu 片山哲 et al., after leaving the Union for Defense of the 

Constitution (Goken Rengō 護憲連合), form the New Citizens' Congress for 

Constitutional Defense (Kenpō Yōgo Shin Kokumin Kaigi 憲法擁護新国民会議) 

with members of the Citizens' Society Group and National Workers Group 

(minsha-zenrō kei 民社全労系). 

5.19 The LDP, at a session of the House of Representatives, passes in separate 

ratifications the Revised Agreement on the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty and the 

U.S.-Japan Status of Forces Agreement (Nichibei Chii Kyōtei 日米地位協定). 

These are concluded on 6.19 without the substantive deliberation in the House of 
Councilors; effective 6.23) 

9.22 The Socialist Party Constitutional Research Group (Kenpō Chōsa Kai 憲法調査会) 

publishes its "On the Recent Trends of the LDP Constitutional Research Group" 

(Kenpō Chōsa Kai no saikin no dōkō ni tsuite 憲法調査会の最近の動向につい 
て), which holds that the LDP Constitutional Research Group aims to corrupt the 

Constitution. 

10.4 The LDP Constitutional Research Group begins concrete deliberation on the pros 

and cons of constitutional revision. 

  

1962: 2.1 The Budget Committee of the House of Representatives holds a debate over which 

body has the authority to draft proposals concerning constitutional revision. 

5.30 The Society of Christians Protecting the Constitution (Kenpō o Mamoru Kirisuto- 
sha no Kai 憲法を守るキリスト者の会) is formed. 

  

1963: 6.19 Takayanagi Kenzō, president of the LDP Constitutional Research Group, submits a 

report to the Group General Assembly holding that constitutional revision is 

unnecessary. 

9.4 Within the LDP Constitutional Research Group, a statement tabled by 18 members 

is submitted, "The Direction of Constitutional Revision" (Kenpō Kaisei no Hōkō 

憲法改正の方向). 

  

1964: 2.28 Nakasone Yasuhiro et al. issue a statement agreeing with the conclusion of a report 

by the LDP Constitutional Research Group Subcommittee holding that the 
constitution did not come from the free will of Japan's citizens (kenpō seitei wa 

kokumin no jiyū ishi ni wa yoranai 憲法制定は国民の自由意志には寄らない). 

3.5 PM Ikeda Hayato 池田勇人 announces at a meeting of the Budget Council of the 

House of Representatives that the cabinet also has the right to make proposals 

concerning constitutional revision. 

5.3 The Constitutional Problems Research Group (Kenpō Mondai Kenkyūkai 憲法問 

題研究会) and the LDP Constitutional Research Group announce their opposition 
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 to constitutional revision. 

7.3 The LDP Constitutional Research Group submits its final report. 

11.19 The Union for Defense of the Constitution (Goken Rengō 護憲連合) hosts a 

citizens' convention against constitutional revision (kenpō kaiaku hantai no 

kokumin taikai 憲法改悪反対の国民会議). 

  

1965: 3.6 The Liaison Congress of Groups for the Prevention of Constitutional Revision 
(Kenpō Kaiaku Soshi Kakukai Renraku Kaigi 憲法改悪阻止各会連絡会議; 

otherwise known as the Kenpō Kaigi 憲法会議) is formed. 

4.25 The National Constitutional Research Group (Zenkoku Kenpō Kenkyūkai 全国憲 

法研究会; otherwise known as Zenkokuken 全国憲) is inaugurated. 

  

1966: 3.4 Minister of Foreign Affairs Shiina Etsusaburō 椎名悦三郎 and Defense Agency 

Director-General Matsuno Raizō 松野頼三, in a meeting of the Budget Council of 

the House of Representatives, announce the unified government view that the 

overseas dispatch (kaigai hahei 海外派兵) of the SDF for any reason is a violation 

of the constitution. The next day, however, Minister Shiina states that the dispatch 

of troops (hahei 派兵) is premised on the exercise of military force and that 

deployment (haken 派遣) does not fall under this definition, thus implying that this 

pertains to the overseas deployment of the SDF. 

  

1969: 9.24 The LDP Constitutional Research Group determines to begin consideration of plans 

for constitutional revision. 

  

1970: 5.3 Kishi Nobusuke, in a meeting of the Congress of Citizens for the Enactment of an 

Autonomous Constitution, announces that "The constitution is the root of all evil" 

(shoaku no kongen wa kenpō 諸悪の根源は憲法). It is resolved to enact an 

autonomous constitution. 

10.20 The Japanese government determines to issue its first Defense White Paper (Bōei 

Hakusho 防衛白書). 

11.25 Mishima Yukio and members of the "Shield Society" (Tate no Kai 楯の会) storm 

the Ichigaya headquarters of the SDF, demanding constitutional revision and a 

coup d'état by the SDF. The attempt ends in their suicide. 

  

1972: 4.24 Yamanaka Sadanori, Director-General of the Office of the Prime Minister says, in a 

session of the Budget Council of the House of Councilors, that the constitution was 

imposed upon Japan. (He retracts this statement on the same day.) 

6.16 The LDP Constitutional Research Group, headed by its president, Inaba Osamu, 

approves a schematic draft of constitutional revision centering on the stipulations 

for the maintenance of Japan's self-defence capabilities. 

9.29 Normalization of Sino-Japan relations. 

  

1973: 7.17 Ishihara Shintarō and other LDP young hawks form the Seirankai 青嵐会 
championing the enactment of an autonomous constitution. 
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9.7 The Sapporo District Court, in the Naganuma Incident (Naganuma jiken 長沼事 

件), rules that the existence of the SDF is unconstitutional. (On 10.1, the LDP 

issues a statement criticizing this first trial ruling of the case.) 

  

1974: 3.14 PM Tanaka Kakuei 田中角栄, at a session of the Budget Council of the House of 

Representatives, announces that "Because almost thirty years have passed since the 

end of the war, the time has come to officially enact by law the Hinomaru 日の丸 

and the Kimigayo 君が世 as the national flag and the national anthem." (A similar 

announcement is made on 3.28 at a general session of the House of 
Representatives.) 

4.12 The LDP, during a session of the cabinet and the House of Representatives, forces 
a ratification of the Yasukuni Shrine Bill (Yasukuni Jinja Hōan 靖国神社法案) 

that is later rejected due to termination of the session. 

  

1975: 5.3 Minister of Justice Inaba attends the General Meeting of the Society of Citizens for 

the Enactment of an Autonomous Constitution (Jishu Kenpō Seitei Kokumin Kaigi 

自主憲法制定国民会議) as an incumbent cabinet minister. (On 5.7, in a session of 

the Budget Council of the House of Councilors, he announces that "There are many 

defects within the present constitution (Genkō kenpō ni wa kekkan ga ōi 現行憲法 

には欠陥が多い)." On the 12
th

, in response to this, the Union for Defense of the 

Constitution (Goken Rengō 護憲連合) calls for Inaba's dismissal. 

5.14 The government, using Inaba's announcement as an opportunity, issues a unified 

statement that the cabinet is not considering constitutional revision and that cabinet 

ministers will henceforth not be attending meetings that promote constitutional 

revision. 

5.21 PM Miki Takeo 三木武夫, at a session of the House of Representatives, makes 

clear his basic position that he will not take up the leadership of movements 

promoting constitutional revision. 

8.15 PM Miki visits the Yasukuni Shrine as incumbent Prime Minister for the first time 

after World War II. 

  

1976: 4.22 The dissolution of the Constitutional Problems Research Group (Kenpō Mondai 

Kenkyūkai 憲法問題研究会) is announced. 

5.3 The Constitution Ceremony (Kenpō kinen shikiten 憲法記念式典) sponsored by 

the government is held after 24 years at the Constitutional Government 

Commemoration Hall (Kensei kinen kan 憲政記念館). It is no longer held after 

this year. 

10.29 The government decides on the "Outline of the Defense Project" (Bōei keikaku no 
taikō 防衛計画の大綱). 

  

1977: 1.12 The Keidanren Defense Production Council 経団連防衛生産委員会 issues a 

report to the LDP government: "On the State of Our Country's Security Guarantees 

and Defense Infrastructure". 

7.23 The Ministry of Education (Monbushō 文部省) revises its elementary school 
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 teaching guidelines requiring the incorporation of Kimigayo as the national anthem. 

  

1978: 4.22 Nakasone Yasuhiro, Secretary-General of the LDP (Jimintō Sōmu Kaichō 自民党 

総務会長), announces that constitutional revision is necessary in order for the SDF 

to have its right to warfare recognized. 

7.19 Kurusu Hiro-omi 来栖弘臣, Chairman of the Joint Staff Council (Tōbaku Gicho 統 

幕議長), announces that in an emergency it is possible for the SDF to take 

extralegal actions. On the 25
th

, he is dismissed for having "violated civilian control" 
(bunmin tōsei ni hansuru 文民統制に反する). 

8.7 The Defense Agency, with the approval of PM Fukuda Takeo 福田赳夫, starts 

Defense Research「Bōei Kenkyū 防衛研究」, a publication to conduct research 

into emergency legislation. 

8.15 PM Fukuda signs the shrine register at the Yasukuni Shrine with his official title of 

Prime Minister of the cabinet. 

10.27 The Yasukuni Shrine enshrines Tōjō Hideki 東条英機 and other A-class WWII 

criminals. 

11.27 The U.S.-Japan Security Cooperation Committee establishes "Guidelines for U.S.- 
Japan Defense Cooperation"「Nichibei Bōei Kyōryoku no Hōshin 日米防衛協力 
の指針」(later known as the "Old Guidelines") 

  

1979: 3.16 PM Ōhira Masayoshi 大平正芳, in a session of the House of Councilors, states that 

nuclear weapons may be maintained under the Constitution. 

6.6 The Japanese Reign Name Law (Gengō hō 元号法) is passed in a general session 

of the House of Councilors. (Effective from the 12
th 

of the same month). 

11.27 The Kōmeitō 公明党 issues a policy report recognizing the U.S.-Japan Security 

Treaty and the SDF. 

  

1980: 6.22 The House of Councilors and the House of Representatives hold general elections 

on the same day. The LDP receives a landslide victory for both Houses. 

8.15 PM Suzuki Zenkō 鈴木善行 and 18 cabinet members visit the Yasukuni Shrine. 

On the same day, the government adopts the position that conscription is 

unconstitutional. 

8.19 Minister of Foreign Affairs Itō Masayoshi 伊東正義, in a session of the Foreign 

Affairs Council of the House of Representatives, states that "Going by the contents 
of the constitution, nuclear weapons, no matter if they are large-scale or small- 
scale, cannot be held." This statement reaffirmed a similar view expressed by 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Sonoda Sunao 園田直 in 2.1972. 

8.27 Minister of Justice Okuno Seisuke 奥野誠亮, in a session of the Legislative 

Council of the House of Representatives, emphasizes the necessity of enacting an 
autonomous constitution. 「jishu kenpō seitei 自主憲法制定」 

9.7 PM Suzuki, in a session of the LDP's National Training Workshop (Zenkoku 

Kenshū Kai 全国研修会), states that "In the Suzuki cabinet, constitutional revision 

is not being considered in the least." 
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9.24 The LDP Constitutional Research Group, in a session of its Chair and Vice-Chair, 

confirm the received view that the current constitution has not taken root amongst 

Japanese citizens, and that it is necessary to enact an autonomous constitution on 

the basis of unified national opinion. 
 

The Alliance for an Autonomous Constitution (Jiyū Kenpō Kisei Dōmei 自由憲法 
期成同盟) submits a written request to the LDP district representatives to raise a 
resolution for constitutional revision. 

10.9 PM Suzuki, in a session of the Budget Council of the House of Representatives, 

repudiates Minister of Justice Okuno Seisuke's repeated calls for constitutional 
revision by saying that as long as public opinion remains "immature"(kokumin 

yoron ga jukusanai kagiri 国民世論が熟さない限り), a proposition for 

constitutional revision will not be raised. He thereby advocates preserving the 
constitution. 

10.22 PM Suzuki states that it has become necessary for the cabinet both to respect and 

uphold the current constitution on the one hand, and to enact an autonomous 

constitution on the other. This statement is his first endorsement of the LDP's 

faction for the enactment of an autonomous constitution. 

10.28 The government, in a session of the cabinet, prepares a documented defense in 

response to Socialist Party member Inaba Seiichi's 稲葉誠一 question about the 

Yasukuni Shrine problem. Inaba's position is that public support of the Yasukuni 

Shrine in its present status as a religious corporation is unconstitutional. 

Furthermore, civil servants visiting the shrine do so in their official capacity. (On 

11.5, Okuno Seisuke refutes this view.) 

12.13 The Prefectural Assembly of Nara Prefecture, hometown of Minister of Justice 

Okuno Seisuke, resolves to submit a document to the government requesting 

"constitutional preservation"「kenpō junshū 憲法遵守」Its contents can be read as 

a criticism of Okuno's repeated calls for constitutional revision. 

  

1981: 1.6 The heads of the four major financial groups (zaikai yondantai 財界四団体), at a 

press conference, call for the strengthening of Japan's defense and military powers. 

2. Minister of Justice Okuno Seisuke, in an interview with a weekly magazine, 

emphasizes the necessity of constitutional revision, and suggests debating the pros 

and cons of constitutional revision in the 1983 elections for the House of 

Councilors. (On 2.9, in a session of the Budget Council for the House of 

Representatives, PM Suzuki declares a sweeping rejection of Minister Okuno's 

statements.) 

3.11 PM Suzuki, in a session of the Budget Council for the House of Councilors, states 

that article 9 should be adhered to for the foreseeable future. 

4.22 The Defense Agency makes an interim report on its research into emergency 

legislation. 

 
197 members of "The Society of Diet Members Visiting the Yasukuni Shrine 

Together" 「Minna de Yasukuni Jinja ni Sanpai Suru Kokkai Giin no Kai みんな 
で靖国神社に参拝する国会議員の会」, headed by Takeshita Noboru 竹下登, 
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 make a group visit to the Yasukuni Shrine. 

5.8 PM Suzuki and President Reagan announce the U.S.-Japan Mutual Declaration. 

This is the first time it is stipulated that the U.S. and Japan are in a relationship of 

alliance. Hereafter, within the government, the definition of "alliance" becomes 

complicated as it may have acquired a military significance. 

6.15 The Kōmeitō Head Councilor, Takeiri Yoshikatsu 竹入義勝, states that his party 

will fundamentally revise its basic policy to recognize the necessity of making the 

SDF constitutional under civilian control by the time of the December party 

convention. 

8.15 PM Suzuki makes repeated visits to the Yasukuni Shrine with 18 cabinet ministers. 

10.21 The Alliance of Members for an Autonomous Constitution (Jiyū Kenpō Kisei 

Dōmei 自由憲法期成同盟) publishes its "First Draft of Constitutional Revision" 

「Dai Ichiji Kenpō Kaisei sōan shian 第一次憲法改正草案試案」. 

  

1982: 1.21 At its 40
th 

annual party convention, the LDP incorporates the enactment of an 

autonomous constitution into its official policy. On the same day, Setoyama Mitsuo 

瀬戸山三男, President of the LDP Constitutional Research Group, explains and 

receives PM Suzuki's approval for a specific plan for constitutional revision drafted 
by the Group. 

3.24 The LDP Constitutional Research Group and the Alliance for an Autonomous 

Constitution hold their first executive member get-together. They affirm their 

commitment to working for the enactment of an autonomous constitution and to 

strengthening cooperation between the groups. 

7.28 The First Subcommittee of the LDP Constitutional Research Group resolves to 

submit a plan for constitutional revision titled "A Report on the Emperor and the 

Cabinet" 「Tennō, Naikaku ni Kansuru hōkoku 天皇・内閣に関する報告」 
proposing broadening the scope of the Emperor's rights. 

7.30 The Third Subcommittee of the LDP Constitutional Research Group resolves to 

submit a plan for constitutional revision titled "A Report on the Rights and Duties 
of Citizens" (kokumin no kenri, gimu, shihō ni kansuru hōkokusho 国民の権利、 
義務、司法に関する報告書). 

12.1 The Alliance for an Autonomous Constitution publishes their "Follow-up Plan to 

the First Draft of Constitutional Revision"「Dai Ichiji Kenpō Kaisei sōan shian 

tsuikaan 第一次憲法改正草案試案追加案」incorporating new human rights such 

as the "Right to Know" 「shiru kenri 知る権利」. 

 
The Alliance also resolves to pursue a policy of requesting PM Nakasone, in his 

capacity as president of the LDP, to promote a plan for constitutional revision. 

12.9 PM Nakasone makes a general policy speech addressed to representatives of the 

various political parties held during a general session of the House of 

Representatives, asserting that, based on its political program, it is only natural that 

the LDP should research the problem of constitutional revision. Following this, on 

the 13
th 

he unambiguously states his advocacy of constitutional revision in a 

session of the Budget Council of the House of Representatives. 
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1983: 1.22 At the LDP 42
nd 

annual convention, the party ratified a convention resolution 

calling for an "autonomous constitution" (jishu kenpō 自主憲法) for the first time, 

reflecting PM Nakasone's advocacy of debate on constitutional revision. 

1.28 The LDP Constitutional Research Group agrees to incorporate the LDP's basic 

stance on constitutional revision at the level of national elections into their 

manifesto. 

2.22 Chief Cabinet Legislative Bureau Secretary Tsunoda Reijirō 角田禮次郎, in a 

session of the Budget Council of the House of Representatives, argues that the right 

to collective self-defense cannot be exercised unless the constitution is revised. 

3. The Alliance for an Autonomous Constitution publishes a booklet titled "What to 
Alter in the Present Constitution and How to Alter It" 「Gen Kenpō no Doko o, Dō 

Aratameru 現憲法のどこを、どう改める」. 

3.2 Minister of Education Setoyama Mitsuo 瀬戸山三男, in a session of the Education 

Council of the House of Representatives, affirms enactment of an autonomous 

constitution and revision of article 9. (But on the 7
th 

he changes his views, saying 

that article 9 is fine as it is.) 

7.20 PM Nakasone instructs the LDP to develop a rationale for making the Prime 

Minister's and cabinet's official visits to the Yasukuni Shrine constitutional. 

11.24 The LDP Yasukuni Shrine Problem Subcommission (Jimintō Yasukuni Jinja 

Mondai Shō Iinkai 自民党靖国神社問題小委員会) states their view that the 

official visits made to the shrine by the PM and the cabinet do not constitute 

religious activity prohibited by the constitution. (In 4.13.1984, the General 

Commission of the LDP officially approves this as the LDP's stance.) 

12.21 Socialist Party President Ishibashi Masashi 石橋政嗣 directs his party to 

investigate the debate over the constitutionality or non-constitutionality of the SDF. 

  

1984: 5.3 Inaba Osamu 稲葉修, President of the LDP Constitutional Research Group, at a 

national convention of the Alliance for an Autonomous Constitution (Jishu Kenpō 

Seitei Kokumin Kaigi 自主憲法制定国民会議), states his intention to persuade 

the Kōmeitō and Socialist Parties to support constitutional revision with the 

prospect as a means to put a brake on military power. 

7.13 The government, in a cabinet meeting, resolves to issue a defense of the Yasukuni 

Shrine problem. They affirm the view that although the official visits to the shrine 

by cabinet ministers cannot be conclusively seen as constitutional or non- 

constitutional, the latter possibility cannot be denied. 

8.3 The private advisory body of Chief Cabinet Secretary Fujinami Takao 藤波孝生 
issues a report on "Official Visits by Cabinet Ministers to the Yasukuni Shrine" 

「Kakuryō no Yasukuni Jinja Kōshiki Sanpai ni Kansuru Kondaikai 閣僚の靖国 

神社公式参拝に関する懇談会」. The organization starts to formulate a review 

of the government stance about the possibility of official visits being non- 

constitutional. 

8.15 PM Nakasone, together with 14 cabinet ministers, visits the Yasukuni Shrine. 

  

1985: 8.9 At an informal discussion of the problem of official visits to the Yasukuni Shrine, a 
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 report is issued concerning the visits holding that an examination should be 

conducted into the practical methods of making the visits acceptable to the majority 

of citizens in a form that prevents the visits from violating the constitutional 

principle of the separation of religion and state. 

8.15 For the first time in the post-war period, Nakasone visits the Yasukuni Shrine in his 

official capacity as Prime Minister of the cabinet. On the same day, Chief Cabinet 

Secretary Fujinami Takao, in an official conversation based on the informal 

discussion on the 9
th

, changes the government stance regarding the official visit to 

the Yasukuni Shrine of 11.1980, stating that official visits to the shrine will 

henceforth be regarded as constitutional. 

  

1988: 3.15 Chief Cabinet Legislative Bureau Secretary Mimura Osamu 味村治, in a session of 

the Budget Council of the House of Councilors, defends the stance that in terms of 

customary law (shūkan hō jō 慣習法上) that the Hinomaru is the national flag and 

the Kimigayo is the national anthem. 

5.2 The Alliance of Members For an Autonomous Constitution draw up a plan, based 

on their 1981 "First Draft of Constitutional Revision"「Dai Ichiji Kenpō Kaisei 

sōan shian 第一次憲法改正草案試案」Its proposals include the restriction of 

private ownership except in the case of land, the confirmation of the Emperor as 

Head of State, and the retaining of military power for the purpose of self-defense. 

2.24 The funeral ceremonies for the Shōwa Emperor are held in the Shinjuku Imperial 

Gardens. 

  

1990: 1.18 Mayor Motoshima Hitoshi 本島等 of Nagasaki 長崎 is shot by right-wing 

assassins for voicing his views on the Emperor's war responsibility. 

6.18 Vice-Chairman Kubo Wataru 久保亘 of the Socialist Party advocates a review of 

the theory that the SDF violates the constitution. 

8.27 Ozawa Ichirō 小沢一郎, Chief Officer of the LDP, states in a meeting of the four 

party chiefs that in the plan for contributing to the defense of the Middle East "even 
under the current constitution the overseas activity of the SDF is possible" (gen 
kenpō seika demo jieitai no kagai katsudō wa kanō 現憲法制下でも自衛隊の海 
外活動は可能) 

10.24 Director General of the Cabinet Legislative Bureau, Kudō Atsuo 工藤敦夫, in a 

session of the United Nations Peaceful Cooperation Special Council of the House 

of Representatives, states that under the current UN Charter, the participation of the 

SDF in the Security Forces is not possible. 

11.8 The House of Representatives confirms the shelving and rejection of the Bill for 

Peaceful Cooperation with the United Nations (Kokuren Heiwa Kyōryoku Hōan 国 
連平和協力法案). At the same time, the LDP, Kōmeitō and DPJ exchange a 

memorandum on "Agreement Concerning Peaceful Cooperation with the United 

Nations" 「Kokuren heiwa kyōryoku ni kansuru gōi 国連平和協力に関する合 
意」about the formation of an organization other than the SDF that could 

cooperate with UN peacekeeping operations. 

11.12 Emperor Akihito's succession of the imperial throne is announced. 
 

 

©Constitutional Revision in Japan Research Project                                                                   Current: 09.08.13 



12  

 

 

  

1991: 1.24 With the start of the Gulf War, the LDP government decides to issue 

supplementary financial assistance of 90 billion dollars to the American-led Joint 

Forces. On the same day, the LDP also decides to dispatch SDF vehicles to the 

Gulf area on an exceptional government ordinance based on  article 100 of the SDF 

Law. However, this is never carried out, and the resolution later becomes void. 

4.24 The government dispatches a minesweeper from the SDF naval forces to dispose of 

mines in the Gulf of Persia after the Gulf War. 

5.17 The Socialist Party's biggest faction, the Suiyōkai 水曜会, formulate a policy for 

recognizing the constitutionality of the SDF. 

5.30 The Sōhyō Center 総評センター changes its position to recognize the SDF while 

reserving judgment on its constitutionality. 

8.23 Director General of the Cabinet Legislative Bureau Kudō, in a session of the 

Budget Council of the House of Representatives, states the new view that 

participation of the SDF in UN peacekeeping forces is constitutional. 

9.19 The government submits the UN Peacekeeping Operations Plan (PKO Kyōryoku 
hōan PKO 協力法案) to the Diet. At the same time, it issues a statement on the 

necessity of using military force within the peacekeeping forces being relevant to 

the constitutional ban on the use of military force. This holds that using a minimum 

of force required to defend one's life or body cannot be categorized as use of 

military force. 

  

1992: 2.20 Ozawa Ichirō chairs the LDP's Special Investigative Council on Japan's Role in an 
International Society 「Kokusai Shakai ni Okeru Nihon no Yakuwari ni Kansuru 

Tokubetsu Chōsa Kai 国際社会における日本の役割に関する特別調査会」 

which publishes an original plan entitled "A Suggestion Concerning Security 

Problems", defending the proposal that SDF participation in the UN Joint Security 

Forces would not violate article 9 of the constitution and calling for an examination 

of the issue. 

6.15 The PKO (Peacekeeping Operations) Cooperation Law and the Revised 

International Emergency Assistance Troop Dispatch Law (Kokusai Kinkyū Enjotai 

Haken hō 国際緊急援助隊派遣法) receive the majority approval and passage by 

the LDP, Kōmeitō and DPJ. 

  

1993: 1.25 PM Miyazawa Kiichi 宮沢喜一, in a session of the House of Representatives, 

states, with regard to the problem of constitutional revision, that because "public 

opinion has not sufficiently matured to specifically discuss what part of and how 

the constitution should be revised,"「gutaiteki ni doko wo dō aratameru no ka 

yoron wa seijuku shiteinai 具体的にどこをどう改めるのか世論はせいじゅく 
していない」 "the government is not considering constitutional revision"「seifu 

toshite kaisei wa kangaeteinai 政府として改正は考えていない. 

1.26 PM Miyazawa indicates that exercising the right to collective self-defence is 

unconstitutional. 

1.29 Chief Cabinet Secretary Kōno Yōhei 河野洋平 requests and receives unified 
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 cabinet agreement that constitutional revision should not be placed on the political 

agenda. 

5 SDF deployed to Mozambique to participate in UN Peacekeeping Operation. 

5.13 The Socialist Party draws up a draft plan of "The 1993 Declaration"「93-nen 

sengen 九三年宣言」regarding the constitutionality of the SDF. The plan 

recognizes the constitutionality of the SDF within a certain scope, despite the 

SDF's current situation being technically unconstitutional. 

5.31 The LDP Constitutional Research Group decides to hold an earnest debate about 

the establishment of a Constitutional Research Agency within the party. 

8.6 The "1955 Party Structure" 「55-nen taisei 五五年体制」is broken and a coalition 

government headed by PM Hosokawa Morihiro 細川護熙 of the Japan New Party 

(Nihon Shintō 日本新党) is inaugurated. 

10.4 Yamabana Sadao 山花貞夫, Chief Minister of Political Reform, and four other 

Socialist Party ministers announce in a session of the Budget Council of the House 
of Representatives that the SDF "may be considered in actuality a violation of the 

Constitution"「jittai wa iken de aru to kangaeru 実態は違憲であると考える」. 

The next day Chief Cabinet Secretary Takemura Masayoshi 武村正義 expresses 

the unified government view that this statement on the non-constitutionality of the 
SDF "cannot be said to defy article 99's duty of respecting and protecting the 

constitution." 「kenpō 99 jō no kenpō sonchō yōgo gimu ni hansuru to wa ienai 憲 

法九九条の憲法尊重擁護義務に反するとはいえない」 

12.2 Director-General of the Defense Agency, Nakanishi Keisuke 中西啓介 resigns 

after calling for a "review" (minaoshi 見直し) of the constitution during a lecture. 

  

1994: 6.2 North Korea announces its withdrawal from the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA). 

7.20 PM Murayama Tomiichi 村山富市, in a session of the House of Representatives, 

announces his recognition of the constitutionality of the SDF, the continuation of 
the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, and the status of the Hinomaru and the Kimigayo as 

the national flag and national anthem respectively. 

9.3 The Socialist Party, in a special party congress, changes its existing political policy 

to recognize the constitutionality of the SDF. 

10.4 The LDP inaugurates the Party Issues Investigative Council (Tō Kihon Mondai 

Chōsa Kai 党基本問題調査会) with Gotōda Masaharu 後藤田正晴 as president. 

Its central debates are whether or not it can incorporate a "preservationist flavor" 

(gokenteki shikisai 護憲的色彩) into the party platform with regard to the 

enactment of an autonomous constitution. 

10.19 The New Party Preparation Council made up of members from the old coalition 

force drafts a midterm report of the new basic policy for the New Party. The policy 

report does not view the debate over constitutional revision as taboo and calls for 

continued debate over the constitution. 

11.3 The Yomiuri Shinbun 読売新聞 publishes a draft for constitutional revision that 

prescribes the constitutionality of the SDF as well as its overseas dispatch. 

11.11 Formation of the revised SDF Law that allows for the dispatch of SDF troops in 
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 order to rescue Japanese citizens during emergencies. 

12.16 The LDP Party Issues Investigative Council drafts a declaration which plays down 

the issue of constitutional revision. (Initially the revisionist faction fails to open 

deliberation on editing the text, but on the 23
rd

, in an extraordinary general 

meeting, the preservationist faction gives way.) 

1995: 5.3 The Yomiuri Shinbun publishes an editorial on the "General Outline of Security 
Policy"「Sōgō Anzen Hoshō Seisaku taikō 総合安全保障政策大綱」 
recognizing collective self defense; the Asahi Shinbun 朝日新聞 publishes an 

editorial promoting non-military means of international cooperation. 

11.28 After 19 years, the government decides on the outline of a new defense plan. This 

emphasizes the continuation and strengthening of the U.S.-Japan alliance, as well 

as SDF participation in UN PKO (Peacekeeping Operations). 

  

1996: 4.17 PM Hashimoto Ryūtarō 橋本龍太郎 and President Clinton sign the U.S.-Japan 

Mutual Security Declaration (Nichibei Anpo Kyōdō sengen 日米安保共同宣言) 

that calls for extending the definition of 'security' to guaranteeing security at the 

level of the Asia-Pacific region and even globally. 

5.13 PM Hashimoto orders the relevant ministries to begin researching a system of 

emergency law. 

7.29 PM Hashimoto visits the Yasukuni Shrine and signs the register with the title of 

Prime Minister of the cabinet (Naikaku Sōri Daijin 内閣総理大臣). 

  

1997: Torkel Patterson, Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, Asia, in 

the Bush administration, states in a paper for a Pacific Forum Conference, 

regarding Japan’s constitution, “Restrictive interpretations relating to collective 

security and, especially, collective self-defense, are anachronistic in the post-Cold 

War era, weaken Japan’s moral and political authority in the international 

community, and should be revised. 

1.30 Formation of the Society for the Making of New History Textbooks (Atarashii 
Rekishi Kyōkasho o Tsukuru Kai 新しい歴史教科書をつくる会 or the 

Tsukurukai つくる会). 

4.17 In a session of the House of Councilors, a revised version of the Special Measures 

Law for Occupation Troop Grounds (Kaisei Chūryū Gun Yōchi Tokubetsu Sochi 

hō 改正駐留軍用地特別措置法 that allows the U.S. base in Okinawa 沖縄 to be 

used legally even after its lease expires is passed. 

5.23 The formation of the Union of Ministers Promoting the Establishment of a 

Constitutional Research Ministers' Council (Kenpō Chōsa Iinkai Secchi Suishin 
Giin Renmei 憲法調査委員会設置推進議員連盟 (also known as the Kenpō 

Giren 憲法議連), with Nakayama Tarō 中山太郎 as president. 

7.15 The 1997 Defense White Paper, regarding emergency legislation, states that not 

only research but restructuring of the laws is desirable, thus stipulating for the first 

time the necessity of legal change. 

9.23 The governments of the U.S. and Japan agree on the new guidelines of U.S.-Japan 

security cooperation (known in popular parlance as the New Guidelines). These 

include 40 articles pertaining to Japan's contingency backup assistance to the U.S. 
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 in surrounding areas, namely the provision and transport of supplies, as well as the 

provision of civilian airports and harbors. 

11.2 The Asahi Shinbun publishes a survey conducted by 43 scholars of the constitution 

regarding the new guidelines for the U.S.-Japan security pact. Of the 141 people 
who answered, about 80% or 114 of them said that the New Guidelines were 

"suspect of violating the constitution"「iken no utagai ga ari 違憲の疑いがあ 
り」. 

  

1998: 4.28 The government submits to the Diet a plan related to the New Guidelines that 

includes the establishment of laws regarding "areas around Japan" (Shūhen jitai hō 

周辺事態法). 

5.26 The general council of the LDP approves the revision of the Diet Law for the 

purposes of establishing a Constitutional Research Council. 

6.5 The PKO Cooperation Law is revised, incorporating the principle of weapon usage 

being determined by the orders of a superior at the front. 

11.30 Ōmori Masasuke 大森正輔, director of the Cabinet Legislative Bureau, responds to 

a question from a representative of the House of Representatives by stating that the 

government will maintain its policy on not allowing participation in the UN Joint 

Forces to exceed a minimum limit for the purposes of self-defense. 

12.2 The DPJ establishes a Constitutional Research Group. 

  

1999: 2.23 The Hiroshima Board of Education 広島教委, before the prefectural high schools' 

graduation ceremony of March 1
st
, issues an official order to the principals of the 

various prefectural high schools to fully implement the raising of the national flag 

「kokki katsuyō 国旗掲揚」and the mass singing of the national anthem「kokka 

seishō 国歌斉唱」on the ceremonial grounds. 

5.24 The formation of the New Guidelines Related Law (Shin Gaidorain kanren hō 新ガ 

イドライン関連法) that would put the "Border Affairs Law" (Shūhen jitai hō 周 

辺事態法) into effect. 

6.11 In a session of the cabinet, the unified view is expressed that the 'Kimi' of the 
Kimigayo is correctly interpreted as the Emperor being the unified symbol of Japan 
and Japanese citizens. On the same day, the National Flag and National Anthem 

bill「国旗・国歌法案」is submitted to the Diet. 

6.29 PM Obuchi Keizō 小渕恵三, in a session of the House of Representatives, revises 

the view expressed on 6.11 that the 'Kimi' of Kimigayo is the unified symbol of 
Japan and Japanese citizens, and refers to the status of the Emperor being based on 

the sovereignty and consensus that reside in the people. 

7.29 The formation of the Revised Diet Law that allows for the establishment of 

Constitutional Research Groups within both Houses during the ordinary Diet 

session of next year. 

8.9 The National Flag and National Anthem Law is passed. 

8.10 Ozawa Ichirō, head of the Free Party, publishes the "Test Plan for Japanese 
Constitutional Revision"「Nihon Koku Kenpō Kaisei shian 日本国憲法改正試 
案」 that stipulates the right to collective self-defense. 
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12.16 The Kōmeitō establishes a Constitutional Research Group. 

  

2000: 1.20 Inaugural sessions of Diet Constitutional Research Groups in both Houses 

4.9 Governor of Tokyo Ishihara Shintarō 石原慎太郎 bemoans the alleged increase in 

crime committed by 'foreigners' and calls for the deployment of Self-Defense Force 

to maintain order after earthquakes. 

5.2 Beate Sirota Gordon, author of article 24, testifies at the House of Councilors 

Constitutional Research Group. 

5.3 The Yomiuri Shinbun amends its 1994 draft for a revised constitution to include an 

article relating to the preservation of peace and order in emergency situations. 

5.15 Prime Minister Mori states that Japan is a "nation of kami under the Emperor" 

(Nihon wa tennō wo chūshin to suru kami no kuni 日本は天皇を中心とする神の 
国) at a meeting of the League of Shintō Parliamentarians (Shintō Seiji Renmei 新党 
政治連盟). 

5.17 In response to PM Mori Yoshiro's 森 喜朗 "nation of kami" remark, the Japan 

Conference of Religions for Peace (Nihon Shūkyōsha Heiwa Kaigi 日本宗教者平和 

会議) demands his resignation. 

10.16 Publication of the Armitage Report, "The United States and Japan: Advancing 

Toward a Mature Partnership," calling on Japan to establish emergency laws 

permitting the exercise of collective self-defense. 

12.13 Liberal Party publishes "Basic Principles for Creating a New Constitution," 

including provisions for Japan's participation in collective defense under the UN and 

continued support for the ideals of article 9; first document of its kind to be produced 

by one of the major parties. 

12.22 The Hashimoto faction of LDP produces a general draft plan for constitutional 

revision. 

  

2001: 4.3 The Ministry of Education authorizes the controversial middle school history 

textbook published by the Japanese Society for History Textbook Reform 

(Tsukurukai つくる会). 

4.5 In a Yomiuri poll, 54% of respondents support constitutional revision (28% oppose); 

supporters of revision form the majority for the fourth year in a row. 

4.26 Mori cabinet resigns; Koizumi Jun'ichirō 小泉純一郎 becomes PM. 

8.7 The Tokyo Board of Education adopts the Tsukurukai's textbook for special schools. 

8.13 Koizumi visits Yasukuni Shrine for the first time as PM. 

10.12 Amidst Diet debates on anti-terrorism legislation, PM Koizumi states, "If I am asked 

whether the SDF has military capabilities or not, I would say that it does," 

effectively stepping beyond the current government interpretation of article 9, which 

forbids the maintenance of such capabilities. 

10.25 House of Representatives Constitutional Research Group discusses article 9. Both 

specialists invited by LDP and the Democrats call for revision, including provision 

for the exercise of collective defense. 

10.29 Anti-terrorism legislation passed by the Diet, including a provision allowing SDF 
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 support of U.S. military operations. 

11.25 Maritime SDF deployed in Indian Ocean to support U.S. military operations. 

  

2002: 4.21 Koizumi visits Yasukuni Shrine for the second time as PM. 

4.28 U.S. Under-secretary of State Richard Armitage discusses the prospects of war with 

Iraq with Japanese leaders. 

7.9 The Supreme Court rules that the expenditure of public money for Ōita Prefecture's 

大分県 governor to participate in the imperial enthronement rites did not violate the 

constitution. 

9.6 The U.S. government requests that Japan provide refueling in the Indian Ocean in 

the event of war with Iraq. 

11.1 House of Representatives Constitutional Research Group submits an interim report, 

calling for constitutional revision in response to changing domestic and international 

circumstances. 

12.10 U.S. Under-secretary of State Richard Armitage tells Japanese government 

representatives that the U.S. government hopes Japan will assist in the post-war 

reconstruction of Iraq. 

12.16 An Aegis destroyer, Kirishima-maru, is deployed in the Indian Ocean in support of 

the U.S.-UK anti-terror campaign; first overseas deployment of a Japanese Aegis 

vessel. 

  

2003: 1.14 PM Koizumi's third visit to Yasukuni Shrine. 

2.15 Protest marches held in Japanese cities against U.S. threats of war against Iraq. 

4.1 Keidanren calls for constitutional revision and the restructuring of legal systems in 

areas including foreign policy, national security, and the rights and responsibilities of 

citizens. 

6.6 The Diet passes National Emergency Bill (yūji kanren hōan 有事関連法案). 

7.26 The SDF Iraq Bill becomes law, allowing the SDF to be sent to “non-combat zones” 

in Iraq to assist in reconstruction efforts. 

9.26 Merger of the Liberal Party (Jiyūtō 自由党) with the Democratic Party of Japan 

(DPJ). 

10.17 U.S. President George W. Bush visits Tokyo and expresses gratitude for Japan’s 

contributions to the war in Iraq. 

10.18 Al-Jazeera network broadcasts a tape by Osama bin Laden naming Japan as a target 

for future Al Qaeda attacks. 

11.29 Japanese diplomat Oku Katsuhiko 奥克彦, his translator Inoue Masamori 井上正盛, 

and their Iraqi employee are murdered in Tikrit, Iraq. 

12.29 U.S. Ambassador to Japan, Howard H. Baker, encourages the Japanese government 

to dispatch the SDF to Iraq. 

  

2004: 1.1 PM Koizumi's fourth visit to Yasukuni Shrine. 
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1.13 Chairman Kan Naoto 菅 直人 of the Democratic Party calls for a gradual revision of 

the constitution that focuses on individual articles or issues at a time, instead of a 

one-time, general revision; also announces his party's plan to complete a draft 

constitution by 2006. 

1.16 SDF advance team arrives in Samawa, Iraq. 

2.3 Dispatch of SDF to Samawa, Iraq, in support of U.S.-led war. 

3.19 Acting Chairman Ozawa Ichirō of the Democratic Party publishes the "Basic 

Principles of Japanese National Security and International Cooperation," calling for 

Japanese involvement in multinational forces under UN auspices and the creation of 

a "UN Reserve Force," a civilian unit. 

4.2 Yomiuri poll: 65% of respondents support constitutional revision (highest percentage 

since the poll was first taken in 1981; 23% oppose). Revision supporters form a 

majority in every generation. Many identify the SDF and article 9 as their main 

priorities. 

4.8 Three Japanese civilians are taken hostage by armed insurgents near Falluja, who 

threaten to execute them unless the SDF withdraws from Iraq. 

4.13 In Tokyo U.S. Vice-President Richard Cheney praises Japan’s decision to deploy the 

SDF to Iraq. 

4.15 Release of three Japanese citizens previously taken hostage by Iraqi insurgents. 

4.29 In a speech before the American Enterprise Institute, LDP General Secretary Abe 

Shinzō 安部晋三 states that “Japan cannot maintain its national security under the 

current constitution.” 

5.22 PM Koizumi visits DPRK and meets with General Secretary Kim Jong-Il, resulting 

in the release of five Japanese citizens previously abducted to DPRK. 

5.26 A lawsuit is filed against the Japanese government, claiming that the Iraq dispatch of 

the SDF violates the constitution by 219 plaintiffs in a Shizuoka court. 

5.27 Two Japanese journalists, Hashida Shinsuke 橋田信介 and Ogawa Kōtarō 小川功太 

郎, and their Iraqi translator are murdered by armed insurgents in a Baghdad suburb. 

7.18 Two Japanese citizens abducted to DPRK return to Japan with their children. 

10.26-31 A Japanese citizen, Kōda Shōsei 香田証生, is abducted and killed in Baghdad by 

armed insurgents. 

11 U.S. Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs (1998-2000), Ambassador 

Rust Deming (Ambassador to Tunisia 2001-2003), writes of the prospects for 

Japanese constitutional revision that, “The most likely outcome is a compromise that 

will establish the right of collective self-defense, but at least initially, restrict its 

application….” In “Japan’s Constitution and Defense Policy: Entering a New Era?” 

11.10 A Chinese nuclear-powered submarine enters Japan’s territorial waters; a maritime 

security operations order issued. 

11.11 Nakasone Yasuhiro calls for an establishment of "National Defense Force" 
(Kokubōgun 国防軍) at the House of Representatives Constitutional Research 

Group. 
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11.17 The LDP Constitutional Research Group publishes a draft proposal for constitutional 

reform, including provisions for female imperial succession and exercise of 

collective self-defense. 

12.9 The cabinet resolves to extend the SDF’s Iraq deployment by one year. 

12.28 SDF ships dispatched to Thailand’s Phuket Island, to assist in disaster relief 

following a massive tidal wave and earthquake. 

  

2005: 1.4 SDF units dispatched to Indonesia to assist in relief activities following a major 

earthquake and tidal wave. 

1.18 Keidanren produces a report advocating constitutional revision and proposing 

recognition of the SDF and exercise of collective self-defense: Nihon Keizai Dantai 
Rengōkai, “Waga kuni kihon mondai o kangaeru: Kore kara no Nihon o tenbō shite” 

(日本経済団体連合会、「我が国基本問題を考える：これからの日本を展望 
して」) at www.kendanren.or.jp. 

1.20 Former PM Nakasone's World Peace Research Institute publishes a draft constitution 
that provides for a creation of a "Self Defense Army" (Bōeigun 防衛軍) and gives 

greater authority to the PM. 

3.29 House of Representatives Constitutional Research Group passes the draft for its final 

report, with the support of LDP, Democrats, and Kōmeitō. The document reflects 

majority support for the recognition of SDF within the constitution and sets the 

direction for revision of article 9. 

3.30 House of Councilors Constitutional Research Group publishes its draft of the final 

report, which demands the continuation of a bicameral legislature. On article 9, the 

report only indicates the competing opinions regarding its revision without coming 

to any decision. 

4.15 House of Representatives Constitutional Research Group issues its final report. 

4.25 Democratic Party Constitutional Research Group publishes its draft proposal for 

constitutional revision, including a call for the establishment of the "right to self- 

defense" and provision for collective security measures under UN auspices. 

6 LDP issues a draft of issues to be revised in the constitution, titled “Points of 

Discussion” (Ronten seiri 論点整理), advocating revision of article 9 and article 24, 

which upholds “the essential equality of the sexes” and also advocating a statement 

of the duty of the people to support the family. 

6.1 SDF dispatched to Indonesia to assist in disaster relief activities. 

7.13 Ōtawara City's 大田原市 Board of Education adopts Tsukurukai's textbook; first 

adoption at the level of municipality. 

7.26 The Advisory Council on Imperial Household Law (Kōshitsu Tenpan ni Kansuru 

Yūshikisha Kaigi 皇室典範に関する有識者会議) reports its view that the law 

should be amended to permit female succession, based in part on public opinion 

polls showing overwhelming public support for the change. 

8.1 LDP publishes its first draft constitution organized into articles. The draft deletes the 

prohibition of maintaining armament and provides for the creation of a Self-Defense 
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 Army (the Mori Draft). 

8.29 The Tokyo High Court rules against the plaintiffs who argued that PM Koizumi's 

visits to the Yasukuni Shrine violated the constitution; the court asserts that the visit 

was a personal matter. On the same day, the Osaka High Court rules that the visits 

were unconstitutional, arguing that they violated the separation of religion and state. 

10.12 SDF dispatched to Pakistan to assist in disaster relief following a massive 

earthquake. 

10.17 PM Koizumi's fifth visit to Yasukuni Shrine. 

11.1 DPJ backs revision of article 9. 

11.24 PM Koizumi's personal advisory committee on imperial succession submits a report, 

calling for the acceptance of female succession to the throne. 

12.8 The cabinet resolves to extend the SDF’s Iraq deployment by one year. 

  

2006:2.9 PM Koizumi postpones consideration of female succession to imperial throne. 

5.3 Asahi Shinbun national opinion poll finds 60% favor constitutional revision. 

9.12 Abe Shinzō predicts that constitutional revision will take five years. 

8.15 PM Koizumi visits Yasukuni Shrine on the surrender anniversary, sparking outrage 

in China and South Korea. 

12.15 Revision of the Fundamental Law on Education (Kyōiku kihon hō 教育基本法). 

  

 
2007: 1.9 

Formal transition of the Defense Agency (Bōeichō防衛庁) to the Ministry of 

Defense (Bōeishō防衛省) 

1.26 In a speech before the Diet, PM Abe calls for constitutional revision and sets 

progress on the issue as a major goal for his administration. 

3.5 PM Abe claims a lack of proof that the Japanese government or the military forced 

women into sexual servitude during WWII. His comments spark outrage in Asia. 

3.8 The LDP opens a new inquiry into the use of 'comfort women' by the Japanese 

army during WWII. 

3.27 Parliamentarians’ Alliance for an Autonomous Constitution (Jishu Kenpō Kisei 

Giin Dōmei 自主憲法期成議員同盟), established in 1955, renames itself to 

Parliamentarians’ Alliance for Establishing a New Constitution (PAENC; Shin 

Kenpō Seitei Giin Dōmei 新憲法制定議員同盟) and starts its activity as a 

nonpartisan group comprising approximately 200 incumbent and former diet 

members. The group is chaired by former PM Nakasone Yasuhiro (中曽根康弘). 

3.30 The Ministry of Education discloses its high school textbook screening results, 

decreeing that there is insufficient evidence to prove that Japanese soldiers forced 

Okinawa civilians to commit mass suicides at the end of WWII. 

4.5 Nakasone Yasuhiro meets PM Abe to report the start of PAENC and his 

inauguration as the chairperson of the group. Abe expresses his support as the head 

of LDP seeking the constitutional revision for the party’s goal. 
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4.8 Ishihara Shintarō re-elected governor of Tokyo for his third term. 

4.13 The House of Representatives approves guidelines for constitutional revision. 

5.14 The House of Councilors passes the National Referendum Law to revise the 

constitution. The legislation holds that a referendum on the issue cannot take place 

before 2010, and requires the approval of a majority of voters. 

5.18 The House of Representatives approves the three revised education related laws, 

which in part require schools to teach patriotism in the course of compulsory 

education. 

5.27 Ōta Akihiro (太田昭宏), head of the New Kōmeitō, warns that his party will 

refrain from supporting PM Abe's campaign for the upcoming House of Councilors 

election if Abe goes too far in calling for amending the Constitution. 

6.24 Okinawa politicians protest government plans for textbook revision that would 

deny the Japanese army's ordering of civilians to commit mass suicide (shūdan 

jiketsu 集団自決) at the end of WWII. 

7.29 For the first time in its history, the LDP coalition suffers crushing defeat in the 

House of Councilors election at the hands of the DPJ. 

7.30 The U.S. House of Representatives calls on Japan's government to formally 

apologize for its role in the system of 'comfort women' in World War II. 

8.7 The Deliberative Councils on the Constitution (憲法審査会) for both Houses are 

established. However, due to the domestic political backdrop, the council head and 
the members are not selected, thus, leaving the group to be inactive in reality. 

8.15 PM Abe avoids making a visit to Yasukuni Shrine on the 62
nd 

anniversary of 

Japan's surrender in WWII. 

9.12 PM Abe announces his intention to resign the post of Prime Minister, citing DPJ 

opposition to continuation of the naval mission in the Indian Ocean as a reason. 

9.26 Official resignation of PM Abe. Fukuda Yasuo (福田康夫) elected as his successor 

in the LDP. Inauguration of the Fukuda Cabinet. 

9.29 Over 100,000 people demonstrate against the textbook revision of military 

involvement in the Okinawa mass suicides. According to the Kyodo News agency, 

this is the biggest rally staged on Okinawa since its return to Japan by the United 

States in 1972. 

10.1 PM Fukuda lays out a policy agenda that supports extending the Japanese naval 

mission in the Indian Ocean supporting US-led troops in Afghanistan, saying that 

building security in the region serves Japan's national interests. 

10.4 PM Fukuda qualifies the intended textbook revision, stating that it is not a question 

of denying military involvement in the mass suicides of Okinawa, but a question of 

determining whether or not all the mass suicides were ordered by the army. The 

DPJ calls for the textbook screening process on this issue to be re-opened, 

questioning the neutrality of the first screening results. 

10.9 DPJ efforts to push for a second round of the textbook screening process are 

blocked by its inability to achieve a consensus even amongst its members in the 

House of Councilors, where it has a majority. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Nobutaka Machimura (町村信孝) rejected DPJ President 

Ozawa Ichirō’s (小沢一郎) suggestion that Japan participate in NATO’s 

International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. 
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10.17 The Cabinet approves an anti-terrorism bill that allows the Japanese Maritime Self 

Defense Force (JMSDF) to continue supporting U.S.-led military operations in 

Afghanistan. The current deployment is scheduled to end on November 1
st
. 

10.24 U.S. Ambassador to Japan Thomas Schieffer calls on Japan to maintain support for 

U.S. forces in Afghanistan by continuing the JMSDF mission in the Indian Ocean. 

11.1 Termination of the JMSDF deployment in the Indian Ocean. Japan withdraws the 

two ships supporting U.S.-led operations in Afghanistan. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Machimura announces that the Japanese government is set 

to consider establishing a permanent law on the dispatch of the Self-Defense Force 

(SDF) overseas. 

11.9 Japan's parliament extends its current session as the LDP tries pushing through a 

law to renew support for the U.S.-led mission in Afghanistan. 

11.12 PM Fukuda withdraws from his membership of PAENC. He serves as the vice- 

chairperson of the group. 

11.13 The House of Representatives approves the bill to resume the JMSDF mission. 

11.14 Suit filed against 2006 revision to the Fundamental Law on Education. 

11.16 During talks in the White House, PM Fukuda pledges to resume Japan's naval 

support for U.S.-led operations in Afghanistan to US President George W. Bush. 

11.24 The Article 9 Association counters moves to revise Pacifist Constitution in Tokyo. 

The group calls on the public to form pro-Article 9 groups in their communities, 

schools and workplaces so they can link up with each other and seek further 

support for the clause. 

11.28 The House of Councilors votes to end the JASDF (Japan Air Self-Defense Force) 

mission in Iraq. 

12.4 The House of Councilors begins debating a bill to allow the redeployment of the 

JMSDF in support of U.S.-led operations in Afghanistan. 

12.14 For the first time in fourteen years, the government extends the parliamentary 

session into the succeeding year in an effort to pass the JMSDF bill. 

12.18 Japan carries out tests of its anti-missile system and shoots down a mock ballistic 

missile off Hawaii. This is the first time such a test has been carried out by a U.S. 

ally. 

12.26 The Education Ministry announces that it will partly reinstate references in 

textbooks to the military's involvement in civilian mass suicides during the Battle 

of Okinawa in WWII. 

12.27 The DPJ approves the use of space for defense purposes in the outline of a bill on 

space it plans to submit to the next ordinary Diet session. The DPJ bill will 

constitute a counterproposal to the bill on space use jointly submitted by the LDP 

and the New Kōmeitō in June. 

 
2008: 1.4 PM Fukuda rules out a cabinet reshuffle to rally public support, instead pledging 

more efforts to pass the controversial bill to redeploy the JMSDF in support of U.S.- 

led operations in Afghanistan. 

1.10 PAENC submits a petition with 318 signatures of the diet members to the President 
of Upper House Eda Satsuki (江田五月), and to the Speaker of Lower House Kōno 

Yōhei (河野洋平) the next day, demanding the Deliberative Councils on the 
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 Constitution at both Houses to initiate their activities. 

1.11 The LDP forces through the JMSDF redeployment bill by using its majority in the 

House of Representatives to override opposition lawmakers who had voted down the 

bill in the upper house hours earlier. This is the first such move in over fifty-seven 

years and follows months of deadlock over the proposed legislation. 

1.14 The Defense Ministry carries out its first test of the viability of a missile defense 

system to be established in major cities. The Ministry plans to establish 11 missile 

defense sites by 2011, and is also co-operating with the US on ship-based missile 

defence systems. 

1.16 The Prime Minister's Office (首相官邸 shushō kantei)announces and implements 

new anti-terror legislation. 

1.17 Based on the new anti-terror legislation passed on the 16
th

, Defense Minister Ishiba 

Shigeru (石破茂) orders the resumption of the JMSDF mission in Afghanistan. 

2.4 The Kanagawa prefectural education board decides to continue collecting the names 

of teachers who refuse to stand when the "Kimigayo" national anthem is sung in 

school ceremonies. 

2.7 The Tokyo District Court orders the Tokyo Metropolitan Government to pay ¥27.5 

million in lost wages to 13 former high school teachers who were denied 

postretirement re-employment because they refused to sing the national anthem. 

The teachers had been reprimanded for disobeying a metropolitan directive of 

October 2003 that requires all teachers to stand and sing "Kimigayo" while facing 

the Hinomaru flag during official school ceremonies. 

An annual rally is held to demand the return of four disputed islands – known as the 

Kuriles in Russia and the Northern Territories in Japan – which Russia seized in the 

closing days of World War II. 

2.9 Japan scrambles 22 jets and lodges an official protest with the Russian embassy after 

discovering a Russian Tupolev 95 bomber in Japanese air space, over the isle of 

Sofugan, 650km (400 miles) south of Tokyo. Russia denies that it violated Japanese 

air space. 

2.11 U.S. Marine Sgt Tyrone Hadnott is arrested in Okinawa for allegedly raping a 14- 
year-old girl. Foreign Minister Kōmura Masahiko (高村正彦) warns that this latest 

allegation is "definitely not good for the US-Japan alliance". 

2.13 The LDP begins discussing the establishment of a permanent law to dispatch Self- 

Defense Forces units overseas whenever necessary, in lieu of issuing a Special 

Measures Bill for each case. 

2.20 Human rights campaigners in Japan and East Timor announce the joint creation of a 

set of exhibition panels showing testimony by former Timorese "comfort women." 

The panels were initially created in Japanese for a display at the Women's Active 

Museum on War and Peace (WAM) in Tokyo last year. 

2.22 In order to curtail crimes by U.S. military-related personnel, the LDP announces new 

measures compelling the U.S. to report annually on the number of service members, 

employees and family members living off bases in Japan. 

2.26 Japan plans to establish a new law that would ban foreign ships from staying in its 

territorial waters without a legitimate reason. The planned legislation would also 

authorize the Japan Coast Guard to tighten restrictions on such vessels. 
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 The government considers dispatching Self-Defense Forces personnel to participate 

in U.N. peacekeeping operations in Sudan as early as June in a move partly aimed at 

underscoring Japan's international contributions ahead of hosting the Group of Eight 

summit in July. 

2.29 Japanese prosecutors release US marine Tyrone Hadnott, who was arrested on 

suspicion of raping a 14-year-old girl, after her family decided not to pursue charges. 

US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, on a visit to Japan earlier this week, voiced 

deep regret over the case. 

3.4 PAENC holds its general meeting. Former PM Abe, LDP Secretary-General Ibuki 

Bunmei (伊吹文明), LDP Policy Research Council Chairman Tanigaki Sadakazu 

(谷垣禎一) and DPJ Secretary General Hatoyama Yukio (鳩山由紀夫) takes up a 

post as senior advisor of the group and DPJ Deputy Leader Maehara Seiji (前原誠 
司) as deputy chairperson. With the DPJ senior members joining, the group gains a 

new impetus. Chief Cabinet Secretary Machimura also attends the meeting stating, 

“Receiving the order (of Mr. Nakasone) to represent the cabinet, I recognize it as a 

voice from heaven and am pleased to attend.” 

3.8 An executive committee is established in Okinawa Prefecture to organize a rally 

against crimes committed by U.S. military personnel. At the panel's inaugural 

meeting in Naha, participants agreed to press both the Japanese and U.S. 

governments to consolidate and reduce U.S. military bases in Okinawa and 

drastically revise the bilateral Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA). 

3.10 Fukaya Takashi, an LDP lawmaker who heads the House of Representatives' special 

antiterrorism panel, says he will strive to establish in 2008 a permanent law to 

dispatch Self-Defense Forces units overseas. 

3.11 Governors representing 14 prefectures that host U.S. bases petition the central 

government to revise the SOFA in light of recent crimes allegedly committed by 

U.S. servicemen. They hold meetings with Foreign Minister Kōmura Masahiko and 

Defense Minister Ishiba Shigeru. 

3.25 PM Fukuda Yasuo says that the government will draft permanent legislation during 

the current Diet session allowing for the dispatch of the SDF overseas for 

multinational operations. 

The DPJ, the Social Democratic Party and Kokumin Shinto (People's New Party 国 

民新党) compile a joint proposal to revise the SOFA to mandate that the U.S. hand 

over its military personnel suspected of crimes on the order of Japanese authorities. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Machimura Nobutaka rejects the proposal. 

3.27 A Defense Ministry think tank, the National Institute for Defense Studies, says in a 

report titled "East Asian Strategic Review 2008" that China's evolving space 

program should be closely watched for the impact it could have on its military 

buildup. Among its concerns is the possibility that visits of China's defense officials 

and port calls by its military vessels are for the purpose of using Japan to advance 

Chinese propaganda. 

3.28 Japanese judges dismiss a libel case against Nobel laureate Ōe Kenzaburō (大江健 

三郎), who was accused of lying about the country's war time past. Ōe's book 

Okinawa Notes claims that the Japanese military ordered hundreds of civilians to 

commit suicide as US troops advanced during World War II. Judge Fukami 
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 Toshimasa did not rule on whether the military ordered the mass suicides, but 

concluded that the former Imperial Japanese Army had been deeply involved. 

The education ministry publishes revised education curriculum guidelines (Atarashii 

gakushū shidō yōryō 新しい学習指導要領) for elementary and junior high schools 

that promotes patriotism and instructs elementary school children on how to sing the 

national anthem. 

3.31 The Tokyo Metropolitan Board of Education punishes twenty public school teachers 

for disobeying an order to stand and face the flag during the singing of the national 

anthem in graduation ceremonies in March. 

4.2 A House of Representatives panel passes an agreement obliging Japan to pay part of 

the costs to host U.S. military bases, paving the way for its approval by the full 

Lower House. 

The U.N. has sounded out Japan about dispatching Self-Defense Forces personnel to 

take part in U.N. peacekeepers' mine-removal efforts in southern Sudan. 

4.3 The House of Representatives passes a bilateral agreement with the United States 

obliging Japan to pay some ¥140 billion a year to help operate U.S. military bases 

until fiscal year 2010. 

4.4 Despite possible right-wing intimidation, more than 10 theaters nationwide confirm 

they will screen "Yasukuni," a controversial documentary film on Tokyo's war- 

linked shrine, in May or later as originally planned. 

4.10 The LDP convenes a project team to work towards establishing a permanent law on 

international peace that would allow the SDF to be deployed overseas at any time. 

The Diet unanimously voted for the new law to combine the current Special 

Measures Bills on peacekeeping operations, Iraq reconstruction assistance, and 

terrorism prevention. 

4.11 Japan extends, for another 6 months, the economic sanctions on North Korea that 

were imposed after its nuclear test in October 2006. 

The Supreme Court fines three peace activists a combined ¥500,000 for trespassing 

on a Self-Defense Forces housing compound in western Tokyo and distributing 

antiwar leaflets. 

4.17 The Nagoya High Court rules that the dispatch of the JASDF to Iraq in the form of 

airlifting multinational combat troops to assist U.S. forces in Baghdad violates the 

first clause of Article 9. This is the first anti-SDF dispatch suit that has been ruled as 

unconstitutional. In response to this ruling, the JASDF Chief of Staff Tamogami 

Toshio (田母神俊雄) states in vulgar Japanese that "in this situation, [that ruling] 

doesn't matter"「『そんなの関係ねえ』という状況だ」After protests by the 

plaintiff, the Iraq Action Group (イラク訴訟原告団), Tamogami concedes that the 

wording of his view had been "in part, inappropriate".「一部不適切だった」 

4.18 Japan, the United States and Australia hold senior working-level talks in Hawaii on 

security issues, including on how to better strengthen mutual cooperation in 

international peacekeeping missions. 

4.19 Some 100 JASDF personnel returning from Iraq were greeted by antiwar activists as 

they arrived at Komaki Air Base in Aichi Prefecture after completing their tours of 

duty. 
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5.1 A U.S.-Japan Special Measures Agreement obliging Japan to pay some ¥140 billion 

a year to support U.S. military bases through fiscal year 2010 takes effect. Last 

month, the previous pact expired March 31 due to a delay in the Diet. This current 

implementation is due to the Lower House overriding the Upper House in the Diet. 

PAENC convenes in Tokyo with the presence of Former PMs Kaifu Toshiki (海部 

俊樹) and Abe Shinzō. The convention adopts a resolution that calls for the 

immediate initialization of the Deliberative Councils on the Constitution in both 

Houses. However, members from senior DPJ leaders, including Party’s Secretary 

General Hatoyama Yukio and Deputy Leader Maehara Seiji, do not attend the 

meeting. 

5.3 Japanese peace groups are set to unveil a cenotaph in Guam on May 18 to honor the 

more than 20,000 Japanese and U.S. soldiers and islanders who lost their lives in the 

Battle of Guam in 1944. 

Peace Ring of Guam, a Guam-based nonprofit organization, and its Japanese arm 

have erected the monument by the sea in Agat Village, one of two locations on the 

western coast where U.S. forces landed and fought Japanese troops. 

Marking the 61
st 

anniversary of the enforcement of the postwar Constitution, 

hundreds of people gathered in Tokyo's Hibiya Park to call for keeping Article 9, 

which renounces war. 

Documentary on Yasukuni Shrine by Chinese filmmaker screens in Tokyo. 

5.4 ï 5.6 International peace activists gather in Chiba for the Global Article 9 Conference to 

Abolish War. Participants include Cora Weiss, president of the Hague Appeal for 

Peace from the United States, and Beate Sirota Gordon, a co-author of Japan's 

constitution. 

5.8 Japan is considering beginning negotiations with Iraq to conclude a status of forces 

agreement to stipulate the legal status of Air Self-Defense Force personnel 

conducting missions there. U.N. Security Council Resolution 1790, which authorizes 

the current deployment of multinational forces in Iraq, expires at the end of 2008. 

5.10 Backed by the DPJ, New Komeito and the LDP, the House of Representatives panel 

passes a bill intended to allow the use of space for defense purposes. This is a 

departure from Japan's decades-long policy restricting the development and use of 

space to nonmilitary purposes. 

5.19 The education ministry plans to clearly state in a supplement of the government's 

new educational guideline for junior high school students that a Seoul-controlled 

islet in the Sea of Japan is an "integral part of Japan." According to the Education, 

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Ministry, the supplement referring to the 

island called Takeshima in Japanese and Dokdo in Korean will be compiled around 

June or July for use from fiscal year 2012. 

5.20 US ambassador Schieffer urges Japan to boost military spending amid splurge by 

Asian neighbors. 

AP/CR website 

5.21 The Diet enacts Japan's first law on the use of space. This law modifies the former 

principle of the non-military use of space (based on a 1969 Diet resolution under the 

Constitution) and paves the way for the development of space defense equipment, 

including full-scale spy satellites. 
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